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FACTORS AFFECTING SMALLHOLDER FARMERS’' POTATO PRODU CTION
IN KOFELE DISTRICT, OROMIA REGION, ETHIOPIA
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Hawassa University College of Agriculture, Ethiopia

ABSTRACT

Potato is a potential food security crop in Ethigdn which the tuber provides high energy, quatitgtein, a
substantial amount of vitamins and minerals. Thiglyg investigated the factors affecting smallholdemers’ potato
production in Kofele district, Ethiopia with the jebtive of identifying and analyzing factors affiect potato production.
A multi-stage sampling procedure was used to sskatiple households for data collection. A total2® potato producer
households were randomly selected from the distsoig probability proportional to size. Semi-stured questionnaires
were used to collect data from potato producer élooisls. The descriptive statistics and linear regjos model were used
to analyze factors affecting smallholder farmertgbo production. The findings demonstrate thatcatian level,
the land allocated for potato production, fertitizgplication and participation in the non - farotiaty is positively and
significantly affects potato production in the stuatea. The study suggested that potato productiomsffected by the
above mentioned factors and, thus, policies adihgeshese factors are required to improve smalkofdrmer’s potato

production.
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